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All parenting and practice must be adoptee

centered, with the systems centered
on the well-being of adoptees.

® Adoption and foster care have historically catered
to decision-makers rather than being transparent,
adoptee centered, and trauma informed.

® \We believe global child welfare responses must be
contextualized for the culture of each country, by
the people of that culture.

With lived experiences, adoptees are

the true adoption and foster care experts
whose voices should inform parenting,
practice, and initiatives.




ADOPTEE

Adoptee Centered adoption
and foster practice sees the
adoptee as the primary client,
with the family and others
secondary.

adoptive or foster parents

birth parents

foster or adoptive siblings

birth siblings

extended adoptive or foster family
extended birth family

@ We believe adoptees have the right to information and ownership of
their own story, with a sense of felt safety and belonging.

@ \We seek to hold space for adoptees to integrate all the chapters
of their story, with opportunity to revolutionize the systems that
impact them.



best
Interest of
adoptee
or
foster child

(with a longe term
perspective)

ADOPTEE CENTERED




1st priority
1st approach

ADOPTEE
CENTERE

adoption and foster practice &
parenting honors the biological
family and considers family
preservation and family
strengthening to be the first
priority and approach.

)

FAMILY

PRESERVATION




® the adoptee’s needs as primary
e the child’'s long-term wellness and wholeness
® honor the adult the child will someday be



\TH CULTURE!

ADOPTEE CENTERED

adoption and foster practice & parenting
does not erase the child’s birth culture
but does all within its power
to help the child fully feel and identify
with their culture.

Adoptee Centered practice & parenting does the
hard work to give the adoptee racial mirrors and
mentors so they aren’t raised in only white
spaces where they continually feel othered.



ADOPTEE CENTERED

adoption & foster practice & parenting

honors
every

part of the
adoptee’s
story

upholds
the sacred
space of the
child’s
full history




allows
the child to share
their own story
INn their own words
INn their own time
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ADOPTEE CENTERED

parenting & practice...

..remains mindful always that
the brokenness that led to
adoption and foster care does not
leave the child indebted to anyone.

..does not perpetuate a savior
mentality on the part of the
adoptive or foster families. The child
Is not the family’s good deed.




ADOPTEE CENTERED

parenting & practice...

..IS built on being
trauma informed.

..does the ongoing work of helping

their child connect with and know

what it means to come from their
birth culture.




adoption and foster practice & parenting

IS open and transparent.

IS honest.

Is honoring to the child, their history,
and their culture.

refuses past practices of secrecy.

refuses past practices of dishonesty.

refuses past practices of consumerism
that treats the child as a commodity.
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ADOPTEE

COflecting

@2022 by Kara Donaldson, TBRI Practitioner, and Heather Enright, LMSW-IPR, through The Adoptee
Collective.
www.theadopteecollective.com

The Adoptee Collective is a registered 501(c)(3) organization and operates as a component of Women’s NonProfit Alliance as an Alliance
Partner and is exempt from federal income tax under section 501(c)3 of the internal revenue code. All donations are fully deductible to
the extent allowed by US law. Women’s NonProfit Alliance is accredited and held to the financial integrity standards of the Evangelical
Council of Financial Accountability (ECFA) and has earned the GuideStar Gold seal of transparency for financial oversight.

Qur vision is to be a healing adoptee community who revolutionize the systems that impact them.

Adoption and foster care have historically catered to decision-makers rather than being transparent, adoptee
centered, and trauma informed. We believe adoptees have the right to information and ownership of their own
story, with a sense of felt safety and belonging. We seek to hold space for adoptees to co-exist with all the
chapters of their story, with opportunity to revolutionize the systems that impact them.

All rights reserved. No portion of this guide may be reproduced, stored in retrieval system, or transmitted in
any form by any means - electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording, scanning, or other - except for use by
adoptive and foster families, nonprofits, practitioners, and ministries, and except for brief quotations in critical
reviews or articles, without the prior written permission of the authors.

Contact us: Heather Enright at heather@theadopteecollective.com and
Kara Donaldson at Kara@theadopteecollective.com



